High aortic occlusion associated with lupus anti-coagulant.
Lupus anti-coagulant (LAC) has been recognised in association with venous and arterial thrombotic events. We retrospectively investigated the relationship between LAC and 21 patients with juxtarenal high aortic occlusion. Four of the 21 patients were LAC positive (19%), one of whom was a woman suffering from systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE). The three men had neither SLE nor any other connective tissue disease. The mean age of the four patients was 43.5 years and three of them (75%) were younger than 50 years of age. By contrast, the mean age of the 17 patients without LAC was 59.9 years and 14 of them (82.4%) were older than 50 years. The postoperative courses in all four patients with LAC undergoing arterial reconstructions were uneventful. Two patients were treated by either anti-coagulation or anti-platelet agents, postoperatively. The present paper demonstrates for the first time that, in patients with juxtarenal high aortic occlusion, the incidence of LAC positivity is higher in younger patients (below 50) than in older patients (above 50). In addition, our results show that a preoperative evaluation of the presence of LAC is required in cases with juxtarenal high aortic occlusion, particularly when the partial thromboplastin time (PTT) is prolonged and the patients are younger than 50 years old.